
Notes from the President’s Desk: Dave Mattocks 

Spring, my favorite season of the year, is nature’s way of say-

ing, “Let’s party!” After this past winter of bad weather and 

bad money matters, who doesn’t want to party? These issues 

have affected virtually everyone across our nation. 

 As the economy slides down, interest in food gardening and 

do-it-yourself lawn care goes up. Recessions increase the need 

to do things that others may have done for us in the past. 

Vegetable gardening, yard work and ornamental care are just some things that peo-

ple are doing this year. The excitement that shows in the eyes of “first time” gar-

deners is contagious. 

 The benefits derived from home gardening are numerous – certainly beyond finan-

cial measure. Many have found working with nature to be therapeutic and relaxing. 

Some have gained a deep appreciation for life beyond themselves: life that exists 

in unfathomable harmony, able to maintain and sustain itself in spite of extreme 

adversity or interference. Eternally I am grateful to the Creator of so much splen-

dor, beauty and benefits, and for the many opportunities the spring season brings, 

and most of all for our truly great customers. My desire is for each and everyone 

to be very successful this year. 
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 Recently I had the distinct pleasure of speaking to a group of Master Gardeners. 

This was probably the fourth different group of these very special people that I 

have presented to. 

 Work that is done so cheerfully and free is worthy of recognition. There are so few 

organized groups who voluntarily share their knowledge in such an important subject. 

 Gardening and growing in general are areas that reach beyond the present. When 

individuals are helped to be self sufficient and self sustaining, the benefits just keep 

coming.  My hat’s off to Master Gardeners everywhere. Keep up the good work.   

David Mattocks  

Hats off to our Master Gardeners! 



 

 Hmmm? Well it is true; properly positioning and having enough feeder and waterer space will save the lives of 

some of the poultry you raise this year.  It is a well known but not as well taught fact that the height of your 

feeder and waterer should be level with the average bird’s back.  This is the part of the chicken where the 

neck joins the main body.  The Hyline Commercial Manager guide describes the feeder height as the “Operate 
feeders at highest feed level”.   They go on to say “It is essential that birds be on the same type of feeder 
and water system in the growing house that they will be on in the laying house.”  So you see that not only is it 

important to maintain the correct height of you feeders and waterer but also to not change the method in 

which you deliver your feed and water to the birds, to avoid confusing the chicken and to minimize the growth 

and production losses of relocating your poultry.  

OK, so how does this “save lives”?  Well, by maintaining correct feeder and waterer height you will: 

 Reduce feed waste and spillage on the ground by up to 25%- cost savings of up to $1 per broiler and $2 

per year per hen-based conventional feed prices,$300 per ton and nearly double for Organic feed. 

 Reduce the water wasted and spilled to the bedding or ground, saving on bedding cost at least 10% 

Reductions of spillage of both feed and water will minimize the potential for: 

 Clostridium botulinum is a Gram-positive, rod shaped bacterium that produces the neurotoxin botulinum, 

which causes the flaccid muscular paralysis seen in botulism. It is also the main paralytic agent in botox. It is 

an anaerobic spore-former, which produces oval, subterminal endospores and is commonly found in soil. – 

(Wikipedia) 

 Clostridium perfringens is a Gram-positive, rod-shaped, anaerobic, spore-forming bacterium of the genus 

Clostridium.[1] C. perfringens is ubiquitous in nature and can be found as a normal component of decaying vege-

tation, marine sediment, the intestinal tract of humans and other vertebrates, insects, and soil. Virtually every 

soil sample ever examined, with the exception of the sands of the Sahara, has contained C. perfringens. – 

(Wikipedia) 

 Coccidia are microscopic, spore-forming, single-celled parasites belonging to the apicomplexan class Conoi-

dasida.[1] Coccidian parasites infect the intestinal tracts of animals[2] and are the largest group of apicom-

plexan protozoa. Coccidiosis is a parasitic disease of the intestinal tract of animals, caused by coccidian proto-

zoa. The disease spreads from one animal to another by contact with infected feces or ingestion of infected 

tissue – (Wikipedia) 

 These are not the only three poultry killers  that are waiting for the high moisture, high carbohydrate (from 

feed), high manure environment in poultry litter or pens to proliferate (grow rapidly and over populate).  But 

they are the three largest contributors to weakened immune systems and death!  Then there is also E. coli, 

salmonella, and campylobacter waiting to join in the sick chicken party as well.  The good news is if you main-

tain proper feeder and water height combined with more than adequate access space, you can improve the 

poultry’s health and growth performance, which will reduce production time. WOW!   

Keys to your success: 

 Clear fresh air    

 Clean fresh water 

 Clean fresh feed 

 Clean dry bedding 
1” feeder space per chick, increase by ¼ inch weekly as they grow 

Poultry Feeder Saves Lives! By Jeff Mattocks 
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 3-4 inches per bird @ 8 weeks 

 Feed  & water trough at height of birds’ backs 

*If you won’t eat, drink it or breathe it, maybe you should re-think giving it to your chickens. 

 Feeder space 10 cm/bird (4"/bird) 7.6 cm/bird (3"/bird) 

Water space access to 2 cups or nipples/cage 2 cups or nipples/12 birds or 1 trough/bird 

Reference:  Hyline Variety Brown, Commercial Management Guide, 2006-2008 

  These management techniques are not the only factors that will determine how well your poultry thrive 

but they are the most significant.  You’ll know when you get it “right” when you are growing Cornish cross broil-

ers on pasture to 4 lb processed weights at 6 ½ weeks of age (45 days), using less than 12 lb of feed per bird.  

These production values can and do happen for the outstanding Pastured Poultry Producers on a repeated basis!  

Fertrell will be discontinuing Alfalfa Special 3-4-7, as it was developed to grow alfalfa, and Super K 3-4-7 

was developed to grow vegetables that require the extra potash, like tomatoes and squash.  Super K contains 

crab meal to help control the bad nematodes and a better balance of slow-release nitrogen. After reviewing 

the differences, we have decided that Super K 3-4-7 will work well for alfalfa, so we are discontinuing Al-

falfa Special to avoid the confusion. 

Product Change! 

Made with pure cane molasses, Redmond natural trace mineral salt, aragonite, Fertrell Kelp Meal, sodium se-

lenite, monosodium phosphate, magnesium oxide and copper sulfate. 

 The mineral molasses blocks are packaged in cardboard boxes with plastic liners which allows the packaging 

to be easily removed. The blocks weigh 45 lbs and can easily fit in our Dura Bull mineral feeders.  The blocks 

will be available with both organic molasses and conventional molasses.  Please be sure to specify which one 

you will want for your animals. Check with your local dealer for your regional pricing. 

Fertrell’s New Product -  Mineral Molasses Block! 



 Since 1992, the Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture (PASA) has been bringing farmers to-

gether to learn from celebrated experts – including one another – about what it takes to be successful and re-

sponsible producers. We’ve also been building bridges between farmers and consumers so that everyone can 

have access to fresh, locally and sustainably produced food – from “farm to fork.” 

 As the largest statewide, member-based sustainable farming organization in the United States, PASA seeks 

to improve the economic viability, environmental soundness and social responsibility of food and farming sys-

tems in Pennsylvania and across the country. 

 PASA is a network of people who care – we are farmers, mothers, activists, consumers, students, city folk, 

country folk and business people. We are dairymen, educators, bakers, cheese makers and CSA members. We 

all have a role in ensuring our food system is reliable for generations to come. 

 Our Work 
 

Sustainable Agriculture Education: Each year over 2,000 people come together for our Farming for the Future 

Conference, one of the largest and most respected gatherings on this topic anywhere in the U.S.  The confer-

ence is followed by a full season of Field Days and Intensive Learning Programs, delivering practical informa-

tion on sustainable farming methods. 

 

Regional Marketing and Business Support: Our staff has helped develop new farmers’ markets, connected res-

taurants and retailers to local food sources, and assisted farms and other businesses with marketing and busi-

ness planning.  We have recently added Food Alliance sustainable certification as another tool available in our 

array of regional marketing services. 

 

Consumer Outreach: Along with several partners, we coordinate Buy Fresh Buy Local® chapters in Pennsylvania, 

helping consumers find, choose and appreciate seasonal, local foods.  The latest addition to this program is a 

new online social networking community called the Good Food Neighborhood™ which links local people to local 

food, farms, and to one another. 

 

Advocacy for a Safe, Sane, Sustainable & Fair Food System: In coalition with other organizations, we monitor 

legislative activities on statewide and national levels, making recommendations for policies that promote farm-

land preservation, farmer retention, protection of natural resources, and increased access to healthy food. 

 

Community Building: Our member potlucks, websites, workshops, listservs, meetings and programs have created 

a growing network of farmers, entrepreneurs and informed consumers who provide mutual support for our 

shared vision: Promoting profitable farms that produce healthy food for all people while respecting the natural 
environment. 

 We invite you to join us! 

 To learn more about PASA and our programs, as well as to join our growing network of over 5,300 – visit 

www.pasafarming.org.  To find local food resources in your area visit: www.buylocalpa.org 

 

Food - the common thread: By Michele Gauger 
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Super N   $40.00 per ton off through June 30th, 2009 

Farmer News  

“I just received another reminder that the first impression of the Fertrell feed supplements cost does not 

reflect the long term usage cost. Dealer John Thelander of Salina, KS told me of their 3 1/2 month trial be-

tween the Cattle Choice 12-12 and the local Coop 12-12. The divided cattle ate more of the local Coop 12-12 

because of the molasses attractant and less of the Cattle Choice 12-12. After 3 1/2 months of mineral supple-

ments being available, the cost was the same. I am a firm believer that animals will seek out the minerals that 

they are lacking.  Just another testament that Fertrell feed supplements may seem high compared to local 

products but given time, they will prove to be no more costly.”   

Special - Super N 4-2-4 

BENEFIT ANALYSIS 

 By using Fertrell Super N 4-2-4, you are applying a fertilizer to your land that is well balanced for most 

crops, flowers, lawns and gardens. One application will take care of the entire growing season. 

Professional assistance is not required. Overuse will not burn plants. By applying fertilizer only 

once you will be saving 50% on your fuel cost. By not having to enter a field of corn with head 

lands you may be able to increase your yield by 5%. This all depends on your ability to stay in 

the row. 

 

TESTIMONIAL 

"We have been using Super N 4-2-4 because of the requirements for our soil. We are very 

pleased with it, we are using it on most vegetables. For fruiting crops we also apply 0-0-8.  

Super N has been working very well for us”  Chris Petersheim, Paradise Organics, PA 

FEATURES BENEFITS 

Fertrell’s best selling product                                                   Readily available as a stock item 

Specially formulated multi-purpose fertilizer Promotes quick start up and  supports healthy 

growth 

Broad range of uses Can be side dressed or broadcast 

Can be customized for specific needs Ability to maximize the  products effectiveness 

Blended for organic use per National Organic Program Meets the needs of organic farmers 

Unique formulation makes nutrients available 

throughout the growing season 

Uses less fuel, saves time 

Entire plant food requirements can be planted in the 

row 

Ease of application means less work, higher              

productivity 

Great for soils that need a good source of nitrogen &  

potassium 

Multiple sources of Nitrogen, phosphorus, and     

potassium (NPK) 
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Tips from the Front! 

This time of the year everybody seems to be extremely busy: the growers out in the field, the 

labs processing soil tests, the consultants making recommendations on these tests, as well as our 

office phone. 

 In order to eliminate some frustration, please make use of email and fax if possible. Orders should be faxed 

or emailed in (fax 717-367-9319, email: Theresia@fertrell.com or Beth@fertrell.com). 

Please take care to not submit your order unless it is complete. 

Changes and add-on to orders will delay not only your ship date but also other customers’. It also requires 

additional time and causes delays in getting freight quotes. 

When we are quoting freight charges to you, please have all information available at the time the request is 

made: destination town, state and zip. Are dock and forklift available? Is a notify call or delivery appointment 

necessary? Lift gate or short truck required? All these are important facts to get a correct quote to you. If 

we are not made aware, the freight will be quoted, business to business (dock to dock). Any additional ser-

vices required later will be charged to you at the time of billing. 

 If you are arranging your own trucking, please make sure your truck shows up on the day scheduled. Sorry no 

after hours shipping – we regret the inconvenience. 

When completing soil test forms, please include all necessary information: grower’s name, address and phone 

number, your dealer’s name (very important) as well as the crops to be grown. Please mark “test S23” when 

submitting the sample. If any of this information is missing, it will delay the recommendations.  

 

 Also, please DO NOT send the soil sample to Fertrell, 

but straight to the lab. This will expedite the process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       Wanted: Day Care Centers, School Districts, Colleges etc. 

 

We are looking for schools interested in organic gardening / farming education and or practices. 

Many schools are adapting to the “green” movement in order to teach their students a 

healthier more economical way of living. As part of this education, several schools are 

incorporating an organic garden / farm.  

If you are one of these schools and are interested in our guidance, or if you already 

have a program in place and would like to share it with others, we would like to hear 

from you. With your permission we would like to include these letters in future 

newsletters to encourage schools throughout the nation to teach their students a 

healthier way of living. 

 

For more information, please contact the Fertrell office: 

Holiday Hours 

  Our office and plant will be closed on July 3rd. 

mailto:Theresia@fertrell.com
mailto:Beth@fertrell.com


Hay, Forages, Grains and Livestock 
Triticale Grain 2500 bushel available Contact: Elvin Brubacker (607) 243-5165 (T0109) 

Certified Naturally Grown Yearling American Nubian Does. Contact Ray Kelly, Providence 

Acres Farm, Somerset County, PA  (814) 267-6641 (T0309)   

Equipment: 
Poultry Processing Equipment Ashley, Pickwick, Featherman, Poultryman pickers and scalders. Vacuum packing 

machines, shrink bags, knives, kill cones and any equipment for poultry processing. We ship anywhere; Jim 

McLaughlin, Cornerstone Farm Ventures, Norwich, New York (607) 334-2833 or on the web at 

www.chickenpickers.com (P0107) 

1964 MF 65 Row Crop Tractor, excellent condition, 55HP, PS, gas, 6 speed, 2 reverse, rear and front hy-

draulics, 3 point hitch, independent PTO, 2speeds, ground & 540, 2 position clutch. Asking $5000.00 (814) 

692-8432 (T0309) 

Miscellaneous: 
Plots available for organic community garden Earth in Hand is located at 2204 Richmond Road in Forks 

Township (Easton, PA). We want people to join in and save money by growing their own healthy food, using 

natural and organic fertilizers. If you are interested or have any questions regarding organic gardening, 

please give us a call (610) 559-5131. We’re here to help. (T0309) 

Looking to fill inside sales position. Pay based on experience. Must have good working knowledge of Fertrell 

products.  Contact Steven Paradise, Louisville KY (502) 741-4806 (T0309) 

Wanted: 

Natural or Organic Heritage Pigs to Slaughter Contact Amos at Natural Acres (717) 692-1000 (T0309) 

Custom Grower Wanted for 100 Broad Breasted Bronze Turkeys. Birds MUST be processed at S&S En-

terprises (Bowling Green, KY) in OCTOBER and MUST be raised on pasture. Will pay by pound dressed weight. 

Sincere inquiries appreciated—no first timers, please. Jenny Drake jenny@peacfulpastures.com (615) 683-

4291 (no calls after 7 p.m.) (T0309) 

6 Certified Organic Tamworth Feeder Pigs and a breeding pair and One Texel Ram Lamb Contact Ray 

Kelly, Providence Acres Farm, Somerset County, PA (814) 267-6641 (T0309)   

Seed cleaner/fanning mill. Contact Tom Wajda at 717-642-6387.  Email info@willowpondherbs.com. (T0309) 

Area Producers Sought for 2009 Season of New Natural & Organic Open Air Farmers. Market in Inner 

City Harrisburg. Ngozi Eco Village (NEV) Natural & Organic Farmers Market is a new economic development 

initiative nurtures the growth of a diverse and equitable community food system to promote local economic 

opportunities, access to affordable nutritious food and social change education. For more information, or if 

interested, growers can contact:  Rafiyqa Muhammad, Eco Village Director at 717-234-7724,  

rafiyqam@aol.com or ngoziinc@mail.com. (T0509) 

Connecting farmers to farmers for products they want to sell or need to buy.  You must be a Fertrell cus-

tomer, and any crops or animals must have been fertilized or fed with Fertrell products.  We will not get 

involved in any monetary transactions.  The ad may contain grains, forages, livestock, equipment,  Include name, 

address, email, phone #, type of product, and any information that is pertinent to the ad.  First come first 

served.  The ad will be run twice, and then you will need to resubmit if you wish it to be included again.  

Email jeffmattocks@fertrell.com or don@fertrell.com or call the office at 717-367-1566 by 10th of month be-

fore publication. 

The Farmer-to-Farmer Marketplace:  
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PO Box 265 
Bainbridge, PA  17502 

717-367-1566 
FAX 717-367-9319 

 We’re on the web  

www.fertrell.com 

  

We encourage our dealers to list their local farm/ sales meetings, as well as tradeshows they may be at-

tending, here, free of charge. 

 

The Summer Farm Start - Friday, May 22  6-9pm, Milestone Inn,  

Harrisburg, PA 

An Exciting Start to the Pennsylvania Summer Farm Season! 

Upcoming Events: 

Congratulations to the following new dealers:   

Ridgewood Soils, Reading, PA 19606 (610) 373-0990 

 Quality Lawn Care Services, 48 Beckwith Road, Pine City, NY 14871 (607)   733-3319 Ted Burrows, Email trou-

ble@stny.rr.com 

Hummels Landscape Inc, 6791 Blue Ridge Ave, Harrisburg, PA 17112 (717) 540-9973 

 

mailto:trouble@stny.rr.com
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